
Especially When It Snows 

Adrian Mitchell (published 1996) 
1 angelfood: a type of sponge cake made with eggs whites, flour, and sugar. 
2 King Lear: a Shakespearean tragic hero, who despairingly carries his beloved daughter ‘dead in 
his arms’ in the play’s final scene 

EITHER

Q1a Write a critical commentary on the following poem, considering in detail the ways in language, 
style and form contribute to the poet’s portrayal of remembering the past.

For Boty 

especially when it snows 
and every tree 
has its dark arms and widespread hands 
full of that shining angelfood1 

especially when it snows 
and every footprint 
makes a dark lake 
among the frozen grass 

especially when it snows darling 
and tough little robins 
beg for crumbs 
at golden-spangled windows 

ever since we said goodbye to you 
in that memorial garden 
where nothing grew 
except the beautiful blank-eyed snow 

and little Caitlin crouched to wave goodbye to you 
down in the shadows 

especially when it snows 
and keeps on snowing 

especially when it snows 
and down the purple pathways of the sky 
the planet staggers like King Lear2 
with his dead darling in his arms 

especially when it snows 
and keeps on snowing
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Paradise City 

Jennifer Anne Champion (published 2015) 

OR

Q1b Write a critical commentary on the following poem, considering in detail the ways in language, 
style and form contribute to the poet’s portrayal of her home (Multiverse p37).

Take me down to the paradise city 
Where the grass is green and the girls are pretty. 
Oh won't you please take me home? 

– Guns N' Roses 

Take me to a coffee shop. 
Any coffee shop will do. 

Someone will swear it has: 
The best yong tau foo. The eggiest telur prata. 
The gingeriest teh halia. The quietest... air-conditioner. 
Because no place survives here without being the best 
At something. 

Take me to where the grass is green 
And the sand uncovered, unrubbered, unprotected 
From the children joyfully skinning their knees in your mind. 
Take me to the pretty girls streaming out of the bottom of the skyline 
On lunch break. Like an ant farm. 
A colony of pencil skirts and reasonable heels. 

Take me to the wheels of our best minds churning. 
Take me to the book-loving gangster. The millionaire cab-driver. 
The flat-dwelling cat feeder who knows that a dream, 
Is the most expensive asset to own 
In this city. 

(But Oh how lovely! to own something non-taxable) 

Take me to paradise city 
Where the grass is green and the people 
So shiny and new and always knowing where to go 
–where do we go–how do we move forward–always 
moving forward–MAJULAH! 

Take me 
Home.
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2017 JC1 Continual Assessment 2 
Paper 1 Unseen Poetry (Full Essay) 

DEADLINE 
Term 2 Week 1, Friday, 24 Mar 2017. 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Complete a full essay of at least 600 words in continuous writing. You may use the following guiding questions to trigger 
your analysis and/or writing process. You are not required to use them, and are not advised to answer all the questions. Your 
thesis or personal response should guide the ideas you identify for discussion, and the methods and evidence you choose to 
analyse; you can select the questions that lead you towards these ideas. Regardless of the prompts given in the question, 
every one of your paragraphs should present the elements of WHY, including methods, evidence, effects, close analysis of how 
certain quotations evoke these effects, and purpose. 

Guiding Questions for Question 1a
1. Overall - How would you describe the overall mood of the poem, based on the title, the dedication to the persona’s 

daughter ‘Boty’ and the setting of the memorial garden? What can we say about the persona’s memory of the past? 
2. Language & Form - Comment on the repetition of ‘especially when it snows’, considering how the effects of the line 

changes as the reader learns more about the persona’s past. 
3. Language - At which point in the poem does the persona’s voice reveal a sign of emotion? Analyse the tone and 

diction in this segment, extending it to the allusion to Shakespeare’s King Lear.  
4. Style - In what ways are the images of nature significant to the persona’s thought of ‘arms’, ‘hands’, ‘footprints’ and 

the feeding of robins? Comment on their effects and purpose. 
5. Form - Do you notice anything interesting about the beginning, middle and end of the poem? Comment on the 

effects of this structure and the last stanza on the reader, relating them to the theme of remembering the past.  
6. Personal response - What does the poem suggest to you about remembering the past, especially the loved ones one 

has lost? Why does the poem focus ‘especially’ on ‘when it snows’?

Guiding Questions for Question 1b
1. Overall - What impression does the poem’s title and epigraph (the excerpt from a famous Guns N’ Roses song) create 

for the reader? What does the reader expect of the ‘home’ described in the poem? 
2. Language - Comment on the perspective and tone in the poem, paying attention to the repeated call to ‘Take me to…’ 

and the persona’s own description of her home in stanza 2. 
3. Style - What are the effects of the images of the ‘paradise city’ in stanzas 3 and 4? Which images seem out of place, 

and how might they be or not be paradisiacal? 
4. Form - Compare the use of enjambment in Stanza 6 and the end-stopped lines in the rest of the poem. What are the 

effects of these run-on lines, in relation to the ideas in Stanza 6? 
5. Form - Comment on the structure of the poem, relating it to the development from the opening stanza to the closing 

stanza. Why might the closing stanza be so brief? 
6. Personal response - In your view, does the poem express fondness and/or criticism towards the persona’s home? With 

some reference to the title, what do you think is the real purpose of the poem? 

Note: the Guns N’ Roses reference is considered an epigraph; Stanza 1 refers to the stanza beginning with ‘Take me to a coffee shop’.
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